[Infectious placentitis, its effect on the fetus and infant development].
A random sample of 1000 placentae has been screened for infectious affections. Placentitis induced most commonly by Mycoplasma, herpetic and respiratory viruses was found in 213 of the examined placentae. Bacterial and mycotic involvement presented in 14 of cases. Immunofluorescence technique employed for the agents investigation revealed relevant agents and antigens as well as infection-specific structural rearrangement. There are also nonspecific organ alterations resulting in its insufficiency and having a high predictive value for the future developments. Placenta appeared capable of nonspecific protection against infection based on interferon production. Prognosis for genital-atrium infection proved most unfavorable.